


“Reading meketh the men,” the old seying, 
I believe, hes it. At any rete, rie life, A 
en importent pert in every writer's Fhe 
let of us do not 4o helf enough. 


kell's mild ty eneaeese * 
ot summer st the erit- 
ere +, Sho sever reed the lead- 


ing book revige pubdlicetions, or sany pres- 
ent dey novels. If words are your trede, how 
een you expect to go fer with it uwless you 
know whet is being written? 


There is such » thing @s resding too such 
end toc carelessly. in the finelenslysis, « 
reader buys your Ddook or the serarine shich 
oerries your stories or erticles or essays, 
poems, etc., beceuse he wents to learn from 
you or be enterteined. in either cease, right 
or wrong, he wants to see you stand up with 
on intelligent or clever ides, « point, be- 
hind whet you srite. If you reed too much 4 
become merely a sponge for cther peoples i- 
Gees, you won't hold # reeder. But you will 
a0 no better if you isolate yourself or try 
to write from on empty sind. As you fill up 
with good, nourishing mente] end emotionel- 
ized idees, you will generete thoughts, sen- 
timents, idesls end emotions of your own. A 
reeder will be chellenged, stigulseted, cre- 


atively enterteinea by the cut of your mind 
enc heert. 


One of the big problems todey is ehet you 
should reed. If you spend #1] of your time, 
energy enc. thought on comics or television, 
you won't have the cergo spece for velusble 
stuff. I believe thet one of the biggest i- 
deals thet our schools should teech the fu- 
ture citizens of this country is « love for 
worthwhile sources of idees. The continuous 
flood of cheap, worthless mess enterteinnet 
of ell Kinds, when edded to the even larger 
torrent of edvertising is « serious problem 
to the gen or women, eho hes hed no special- 
ized training on how to sift it for wheat is 
velueble to him or her. The Tower of Sebel, 
indeed, is » quiet plece to retire for some 
quiet reflection compered to the world-wide 
reeh of words end idess in which we live. 


For the eriter sho is intent on growing 4 
maturing, so thet his voice may be heard e- 
dove this fatuous hubbub, it is especieliys 
stern responsibility to work out some prac- 
ticel method of self-orgenizetion. He must 
heave some values, some stenierds of choice, 
before he can select in anything more then « 
hep-heserd genner. With the best intentions 
in the world, he cen spend 61) his days do- 
ing the erong thing. 


Speaking for myself, I have found thet ay 
reeding divides itself up into » number enc 
variety of cetegories. One is technicsl. as 
fully es I cen, I try to reed ell the text- 
books ena handbooks sebout writing thet come 
slong. Seceuse | heve reed silmost every pub 


lished took on short story eriting end « very 
high percentege of those on most other sub- 
jeets connected with writing, I ean rum ov- 
er the new omnes easily. I recognise femili- 
er idees end trite presentetion. | look for 
the new ides end the novel point of view. I 
eeerch constently for « new end better eresp 
on the eternel fundementels, which continu- 
elly dDecome more apperent es | see the sene 
thoughts beeten out in nee » But i con- 
stently try to dip into the older books our 
growing library conteins, end refemilierize 
myself with the theories of other teechers. 


Another category in my reeding is writing 
iteelf. | eent to see whet is being done in 
megezines end books. We encourege exchanges 
with meny other gagecines, so thet we clesys 
may have our fingers on the pulse of asmeri- 
cen writing. Many of the segecines we aere- 
ly weteh for chenging formset, new editorie) 
ideas. But ee reed stories here ena there & 
keep slert for fectual treetaent of subjects 
we ought to mow ebout. This Kind of resting 
frequentiy peys off in e specialized sanner 
because we often cen surprise our clients y 
being eble to speek suthcritetively regerd- 
ing their handling of en obscure or special- 
ized field of human ectivity. 


Then there is the third category of great 
books oF pieces of writing. These sill nev- 
er be found on the shelves like greded veg- 
etebdles. No one cen tell you whet is Greet, 
or good for you. If your mina does not fol- 
low the philosophice] line, it is useless to 
weste hours trying to ebsord Pleto, sithough 
you should try «t least onee or twice. Your 
mein ides should be eternally elert for the 
good food thet God often mysteriously cests 
in your peth. Remember, too, thet you often 
leern from bed books. An understending reeé- 
ing of them #11) make you treasure sore the 
books that for you ere stimulsting end full 
of truth. Remember, egsin, thet Truth is en 
exciting goddess, sho constently chenges in 
form end cherecter es you pureve her, end es 
you youreelf ageture or degenerete. You gust 
love life and selesys creve the new end bet- 
ter ideas, emotions, if you ere to fill the 
bold of your ship. Don't be content sith an 
inferior or stenderdized set of icesis. 


ané don't spend #11 your life reeding. It 
is @ meens, not en end in iteelf. You heaves 
jJobd to do. You gust erite words yourself. So 
you need to elternate. Reed end meditete, 4 
then go end do. Sharpen eech division sgeint 
the other. Do some reeding in sll three set- 
egories thet I heve mentioned. Think of the 
immediate need and of the long renge goels. 
Get immediate enjoyment out of your reading 
but meatoh it up ageinst a1] thet hes gone te 
fore. Weteb for similerities end contreste. 
Remember thet you aay not be reedy for scoae 
books shen you reed them. Come beck to then 
later. above ell, remember whet results you 
can echieve by systematic or reguler eppli- 
estion of time end energy. Five sinutes « day! 
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LET US OUTLA® STRIKES AND WAR! 





This is en eleotion yeer end we sre right 
in the middle of a speechmeaking season. The 
politicians sore then make up for eny defi- 
oit in nature] wereth sith plenty of hot sir. 
They are long on lofty principles, short on 
eny creetive ection. The Cold Wer, sounting 
goverv@ent Geficitse in Beshington end stete 
Cepitels, the hamatrung poste] service, sare 
enough to send the politisos to cover in the 
feoe of public indignetion. You oan heve an 
improved and heppier world if you demand it 
end erite up the deteils, spell it out in a 
series of simple requests becked by votes. 


Here is the list of better relations thet 
the peoples of americe ena the world desire 
erdentiy. sech of them is reletively simple 
and well within the bounds of possibility— 
if the politicians ere made to reslise that 
they ere not only needed, but demanded by 6 
populetion of determined voters. 


(i) 3 strong UNITED ar TS AES Whether Russie 
want oF 8 r, end if we ere 
sincere in our desire for peace, let's dbulld 
the UNITED NATIONS. In the fece of « united 
public opinion decked by quiet resolution & 
uneniaity of ection, no nation in the world 
will risk @ shooting war. it would be equir- 
elent to suicide. The dictetors sould sure- 
ly lose power end their heeds. 





No iron curtein is absolute so long «8 aan 
een pase « whispered word cf truth and hope 
Not everyone is a Communist in lends somin- 
eliy controlled by the Soviets. a strong U- 


NITED NATIONS would be our best wespon in 6 
wer of eas and propegeni«e. A world orgen- 
ised for Peace woulda be the most difficult, 
intengible and irrefutedle cdstecle to don- 


tinued dominetion end suppression «t home to 
men in the Kremlin. [t sould hesten the dey 
of Gisintegretion of Aussien isperisilises es 
propheciedc by men lite Peul = cyeee anc it 
would not cost the equiv of one modern 
battleship, infentry division or etom bomb. 


(2) « Reelistic Worlé Food - im ell 


, 

never been enything so preposterously silly 
or ehemefully iniquitous es the spectecie of 
@ greet netion, nominally s Christian netion 
pricing food cut of the reech of ite cen cit 
izens, and destroying it sehile millions up- 
om millions in other countries die of ster- 
vetion. ' 


& Peslistic world food progres sould seve 
gillions from premmture desth, would mexe « 
healthier rece here in the United States, 4 
eould give full e=gployment to ell the reces 
of the world for e thousend years. But in- 
steed, the politicians of this country #111 
don frock coats and yewp pletitudes sbout « 
“dynemic Democracy” come July Fourth. 


(3) Honest Iebor Courts. The need for “one 
big union” anc efrogent management end lebdor 
4ictetores will melt seay before such « very 
simple device ss honest lebor courts. Cruel 
and wasteful strikes rould become unnecess- 
ary, if the Federe] Government, Lebor, Men- 
egement teamed together ond orgenized feir, 
impertial lebor courts that could edminister 
disputes as impertially es our legel courts 
now funetion. it is simply e matter of trene 
ferring an acoepted prectice to @ pereilel, 
very similer jurisdiction. Strikes, like sar, 
should be ocutlewed forever. 





Men's unwillingness to face responsibdili- 
ty enc hezerd the breve edventure of new ani 
better ideas, is notorious. But continued ur 
willingness on the pert of Labor end Manage- 
ment to respect the security end convenience 
of all the people, cen lesed eventually to « 
belief, thet they desire the present cutmai- 
ea system of civil viclense for reesons of- 
materiel profit. 


(4) a 
gffic 
mailis 
It is 


sten. 
very © 

as the right to vote. 

the cornerstone of eny truly "“dynemic 

Democrecy”. Postmaster Doneldson's “economy 

directive” is « symptom rather then the dis- 

ease, or ite cure. The willingness of poli- 

ticiens to vote aillions for "petronege” but 

nothing for poste] equipment, which doesn't 

vote, smounts to a public escendel. Scth maea- 
jor parties share in the blame. 


On the world end netionel level the people 
will always pey the price for the politici- 
ans’ cupidity end cowardice. They ere suck- 
ere, sho wil) pay #1th their lives in wares, 
strikes or sere selfish “deals”. Morel in- 
dignetion elone will effect such lesting re 
forms as we heve suggested above. <a writer 
ia indeed privilegec. He oen reise his voice 
and give expression to the idess of the pecple. 





FUNDAMENTALS OF GOOD PORTRY 
By Bive Ney Harris 
FF v Tio 


The poets’ nes ye is sein - session ln 
the March tesue of a. win- 
per sheread her expe 7st is 26 - 
em with our reeders. In april, we ¢iscussed 
her revision. Cther reeders heve shown reel 
interest enc heve sent in their idess, some 
of which we will reprint here. 


Julie erites: “Whet fun, this poetry sore 
shop. And how it expends. Shere there was i 
poem, now there ere severe). | here thought 
over esys to isprove ay verse end still use 
e)) of the criticiems, end heve come up ei th 
e Drend nee one. It reeds: 


THE {UESTION 


Could dendelions grow so quick 

In «6 new morn leen 

Or ere these blooms my vision's trick? 
I dlink, end they ere gone. 


From boughs ebove the golden things 
Peer down sith curious eyes. 

are they dencelions with eings, 

Or Golafinches in Gisguise? 


"Of course I could plurelize shet i previ- 
ously bed considered ay finel dreft, end so 
heve it reed; 


THE GOLDFINCHES 


I sew dendelions shine 

in the gress slong the wei) 

But when | reeched to mexe one sine 
It was no flower st «11. 


The blossoms, singed in sudden flight 
Sought the neerbdy trees 

And golaéfinches eyec me out of sight 
Before they flowered the breeze. 


“Now for comments. In the first | used the 
eord ‘golden’ even though it is usually te- 
boo, beceuse ‘golden’ resliy fite goldfineh 
enc 4encelion. But if @ oritic insisted, the 
word “fluffy” coula be substitutec. In the 
second se heave the trite ‘breece-trees’ riya, 
yet it is suitedle for the meening here. is 
it not true thet it is possible to use trite 
end commonplece sords sehen they really fit” 


Yes, Julia, it is not only possibie, it is 
eiso effective to use trite end commonpisce 
words when they reealiy fit. Shen they sey es- 
actly whet you seen, end you ere sincere in 
saying it, they ere not et a1] objectionstia 
Think of the number of tiges the words thet 
ere used by lovers heve been repeated. "! love 
you.” Those words msy be trite, but we can't 
eet slong without them. ané where is the per- 
eon who wouldn't rether heer those 4 vords, 
when the thought behing them is sincera than 
to heve them perephreseé in fresher, sore o- 


Tiginel terme? 

The reeson for evoiding trite 
trite rhymes is thet ehen «6 petion hes 
been ueed too often, it fells to stimulate, 
ee it aic¢ im the Degianing. It ie like thet 
striking of the femilier clock. Se 01] koe 
thet efter e while we just con't hear it. It 
does not stimulete, Neither does the trite, 
overworked phrese used in exactly the wey ee 
heve beerc it many tises before. It feils to 
cell up em imege or itapress us wLth ite sean- 
ine. 


eee ene 


But suppose the striking of the sloeck be- 
comes freighnted sith seening for you. Your 
trein leaves et @:05 end you still hewe ten 
minutes’ welk to the stetion sehen the clock 
on Town Hell tolle eight. You eill be quite 
eure to heer it strike. it is the same 61th 
e trite phrese. Shen the aeening behing it is 
sincere ena urgent, end you don’t use words 
just es pedding, it is often sore effective 
then forced originelity. Bll omee eslie ay 
attention to the fect thet in eny routines, 
Sroedesy stage shoe, of Hollywood sovie aay 
stock phreses ere used; see ehich would 
strike « recurring end femilier note in the 
eer of eny student of the Graeme. Sut these 
phrases, fer from deing injurious, help the 
director to give the pley « fester pece. The 
sucience heering thea, dc0es not need, roquire 
time to ebeord thes. On the contrary, their 
conventione] overtones epring tamedieteiy in 
to the mind of each spectator, who “escepts 
them instently end is reedy to be svept for 
werd by the mounting emotions) interest. So 
long es the ection end cherecterizetion ere 
not sterectyped the mega apne 8 A of die- 
logue, if not overdone, is seceptedie 


heturning to Julie's poem, the very feui)- 
ier “Sreeze"—"trees” rhyme is trite, but she 
has pulled it out, so to spesk, by combining 
sith it the origins] end perfectly cleer at 
true image “flowered”. Pert of the objection 
to trite rhymes is thet the rhyme sorées thee 
selves ere usuelly preceded by o14 and too- 
femilier worde enc ideas. 


ire. Winner's ebility to come up sith not 
only © revision Dut « new version proves she 
is « writer. “The Question” hese « sore net- 
urel flow of lengusge then previous versiona, 
but still needs working on, especieliy in the 
lest teo lineawshere the seter is interrupte. 
"With wings” is herd to pronounce. Moreover, 
it slows up the rhytha. The extre syliebdie, 
"“golc”, has the seme effect in line eight. 

Others heve been stisuleted by our “work- 
shop”, heve sceeptec the challenge, enc heve 
sent in “exercises”. ®e repriat one by 
L. Groes, © teacher in Millinecket, Me. 
Just 21d it for fun,” she erites. “The wey 
Il revise student verse on the spur of the ao 
ment.” Nevertheless, she 414 « eorkmen~- like 
jod ena it Le interesting to see how snoth- 
er poet handles the seme theme. Sterting out 
*ith two lines of Mre. Sinner's esrlier ver- 
sion, she develops her oon verietion. 














MBeRi Te 


GOLDPINCH 


A Gantelion blossomed 
Beside ay gerden wali, 

But when I stooped to touch it 
it ween't there et #11. 


It fluffed ite golden petele 
Ana suddenly took wing. 

Till then | sever thought to heer 
& Gendelion sing! 


"A butterfly would be more logicsl,” Dor- 
is commented es 6n efter-thought. 


Note the lilt to these lines. Just shan the 
verse Gight dDecome sing-songy, Doris put an 
extre foot in « line (7), breeking the mon- 
otony of the three-foot meter. anc there is 
@ pleasent subtlety expressed in the ending 
word, “eing”, which texes us beck to the ti- 
tle to complete the poen, 


NOTE. So @much interest hes been expressed 
in @ ensiysis of actuel poems thet we heave 
Gecided to conduct, es en experiment, « he 
STS' FORKSHOP. It will appear et intervels, 
On Our poetry pege. So send in @ prectice po- 
ea, your comment about it, end your questi- 
ons, Give us permission to print them in AB- 
is » You reelize of course, thet our pub- 

eation of the poem will spoil it for oth- 


er editors. The WORKSHOP is primarily « leb- 
eoretory for orectice. 


Please stete elso whether you ish s poem 
to be trested anonymously, or whether we're 
to give you credit. Send only poems you scon- 
sider GOCD. Every poem #ill be acknowledged 
end those not used #1)) be returned, if ec- 
compenied by « return stemped envelop. 


Bill eddes: tell them before they send eny 
ms., to reed the rules sgsin! 


CLEAN MSS. ARS IMPOATANT, TOO! 


Here is # useful trick. If you wish to be 
@extre neat, Keep two erasers beside the type 
writer; one for the originel, one for eres- 
ing on the carbon. It seves ae lot of temper, 
energy and time. Your good ereser, this way, 
does not become costed with smudge from the 
cerbdon. 








Also, #8 al) good secreteries know, scrap 
peper slipped between the carbon enc second 
oopy before you erese, prevents smudge. You 
may wieh to use the carbon copy for gore i» 
portent purposes than just e record in your 
files. 


Cur good friend Tifft, who hes earned Kip 
ley's peay-check « number of times for him by 
reason of being thet rarity, @ men with on- 
ly one neme, hes s shocking, but helpful hed 
it (for eriters) of alesys referring to his 
TRIPEeriter. Do you ever peuse to wonder if 

U are @riting tripe or not? It's not s ded 
idee et ell. Chences ere thet if you do esk 
yourself the query, you'll write better. 


cE OUT © 


Don't Blemge us for the deleyed arrivel of 
eeciin: we heve hed numerous compleints in 
pest sonth concerning the *lete* mgsiling 
of this pudlicetion. Be, elong #ith ell oth- 
er megetines that do not heve Second Claas, 
or periodice] mailing reting, ere penelized 
beceuse Postuaster Donaldson is closing the 
largest business in the world, so fer es the 
night hencdling of msil is concerned. in Yos- 
ton now « working person can’t get e letter 
meilec from e street corner box in the even- 
ing, because the lest pick-up is et 6 P. MI 
Second Cless & Third Clese mall get handled 
efter First Cless ena Peres] Post. In other 
words, ehenever the skeleton crees can find 
time to dig into it. In the bl@ cities it's 
piling up. 


The men you eleet to Congress sould reth- 
er pley the petronsge geme, the Spoils Sys- 
tes to you, then eppropriete funds to over- 
@Ui methods of delivering the meil that were 
antiqueted 25 years ego. Sroken doen trucks 
end reilwey meil treine thet ere still ligm 
ed by Kerosene leaps. Billions to burn pote 
toes, so that the cost of food will be kept 
high end some part of the bumen rece #ill be 
sure to sterve, but not one cent to keep the 
meil rolling! Throe billions seesy where the 
votes lie ripe for the picaing, dut be sure 
the Post Office sets a good exemple by rum 
ing et @ profit. americens! How long sre you 


going to stend for such chicenery? Take the 
olitics with—your vote: 
a 


ost Cffice out of 
home Tes] about such waste & inefficiency! 


SPRING CAMB FINALLY TO 50 WEST ST! 





In apite of « wretchedly cold spring, end 
& never ending rum of colds on the pert ofe 
junior pertner, eged 5, we heave deen enjoy- 
ing our first spring in the country. Our ep 
ple end other fruit trees heve been wondcer- 
ful to watch. A golden Baltimore oricle has 
been feeding on « blood red Japenese quince, 
e few feet from the porch where we eat most 
of our meals. Meyflowers and wild stravber- 
beries adorn our welk through the fields to 
the Post Office. 


te hope to ettend « S-dey college reunion 
et Herverd this month (Jume 20-22), end the 
UNH Conference (august 14-25). But et other 
Mes the three of us will be delighted, if 
visitors from fer or neer peuse to chinwag. 


SHOULD YOU GO TO A CONFERENCE? 





I would sey by 61] means, yes. They offer 
@ ohence to live writing intensively for en 
Spprecieble amount of time. You cen telk as 
much shoptelk as you cen texe. You cen tela 
*eith editore end experiencea euthors, pick- 
ing up «© @reat deal of precticel know-how 4 
chance such es this to live closely sith en 
assorted variety of people comes rerely. You 
will get copy even from en unfortunete con- 
ference. All of them ere interesting. 





THE CENTRAL MS. DAREBT FILE 


POETRY, Kerl Shepiro, 252 Beet Erie St.., 
Chiesego 11, 111., hed om exeellent editori- 
el stetement ty its sew editor om his sins, 
purposes, ete., in the Mey lesue. Aleo, good 
evelustion of the [ittle magetines by ta 
iem Yen O'Connor. He <¢isectusses « nusber « 
severe ts Tilppie Moc ley essertion in - 
} thet there « now such aegeasi 

United Stetes. This erticle is given en 
edditione] velue through the neme, editor 4 
eddress of eech magetine sentioned being in- 
cluded in a nest footnote, 


4 RLY ABVIES OF LITERA T. & Renee 
weit Sa Wey, Ware Sate ce Shaniaheren 
Hudson, N. Y., ie changing ite policy, try- 
ing to give more pley to the young quelity, 
or promising writer, sho cannot yet make the 
more seesonead Quality reviews. 


AD REV a Wm. Bilson 4 annys Sileon,.. 
tebtes- de, is Going lixewise, elthough 


it beeen es en undergreduste megetinoe. 


Tice Carleton College, Nortnfield Min, 
is offering $500 in prises for long 4 short 
poems. Closes: July 1, 1900. 
°., #00 No Sroedceay, 
, 38 Offering its 4 fiction 
fellowships for Catholic writers. They #i11i 
be given in the order thet worthehile ase., 
received ena evelusted, are discovered. The 
Geadline: December 1, 1950. 


LYRIC, the lyric associstes, Virginis Sum- 
mins, 769 Sth ave., NYC Z1, is @ new change 
of address feirly recently. it is published 


by a foundetion for “Treditioneal Poetry", & 
costs $2 per yeer on sudsoription. (Thenk you 


Met S. Scheuer, for this report. A po- 
* ells Us she as peid oO” per line.) 


Boston Hereld, Wife Seving Stetion, Merjo- 
rie 3, ston, Mase., pays 5 §1 prises, 
for recipes in esch Sunday peper. 


GOOD SPORT, Berbere Burleigh Howe, in the 
eeme paper, peys $2 for the best title giv- 
en to « published picture; §2 for the short 
story under 300 words; §1 for the best orie 
inel bleck & white crering about @ suagest- 
e4 subject; ¢1 for the best origine] poes— 
egein « sugeested subject; $1 for best sua- 
gestion for eserning soney. These prizes ere 
for reeders uncer _ years. Close: #ecnestay 
of each week preceding Suncay peper. 
TODAY'S HEALTH, americen Medicel associetion 
Sr. ¥.¥-Seuer, 040 No. Deerborn St. Chicego, 
10, Ill., will consider unsolicited mss. dut 
they ere not selcoomed with open arms. a re- 
cent issue used 2 poems, 1 certoon. 


Sena us eny news of this Kind 
end so help us to check the socuresy of in- 
formation we heve on file. Pleese note fors 
ee use. Tell ws or indicete (]) the source; 
(2) precise date you obdteined it. 


pick up 


MBeLYS19 OF TiS AUTO MAG asiNES 


There ere « sumber of eutemobdile segetine 


sarkete, some open, ome not. Ge give you « 
pieture of some of these. 


. 1... 8hles, Sulek Moter Div Generel 
Mo s, Flint, Mieh. This is one of the olé- 
eet ene gost like « trevel book in the gen- 
erel field. Uses dy-lineéd erticles, (ehort, 
tll. *ith ome oF severe] pictures, de 
on length, ehieh ie not ower 600 words). 


, 481) Howerc, Detroit 31, Mieh. It 
looks steff-eritten, elthough it cerries one 
or two Dy-lined pleces. This is distributed 
by Chrysier-Plymouth deslers. 


TORR TIN. wm. D. Kennedy, 8000 Soheefer 
Rost, | mm, Mich. This is « reel pocket 
magetine. Ten dy-lined erticles. Some run te 
1,900 words or gore, but these ere apt to de 
by Dig seme seriters. Cthere short or picture 
stories. am editorial eteff of 6. as le 
of eertoons; one or two "“americemere* fi i)- 
er features *ith pictures (wumueusel, off the 
beaten treek). 4 little husor ("Glove Degt.) 
ena Gemes (lli.) 


FRIENDS . 4-105 Gen. Motors Bldg., Detroit 
3, another spleen desler help book. a 
filler feeture et the deck peye @10 for the 
peecare story cf some Chevrolet owners bob- 
7. 


peti pia. Detroit, Mich. another of 
the spissh picture books. DeSote-Plysouth.. 
Steff-eritten epperentiy. 


HAVE YOU TRIED THIS PIBLD POR POSTRYY 


& werket for light romentiec verse thet is 
often overlooked by poets, is the Love pulp 
field. Mere ere some of the books thet give 
good retes. 


st: Rose #yn, 23 8. 47th St., BYC 
a lines. 0O¢ @ line. 
, seme ediress, same Geteile. 
, Mary Gneedinger, 200 &. 4204 St, 
° ® line on scceptence. 
epg Grece Brendeis, 366 “edison ara. 
Geteile given. 
poe? Greves, 209 &. 42n4¢ St, NYC 
- Wit 20 lines. Peys on Ace. 


nen aE 
, Merry 81 +e 
est love try, 25 lines 


or ices, and peye 2o¢ 4 line, on Ace, 
seme es up to 20 lines. 
‘ ’.  Kelien, 205 Best 
7, up to 24 lines. On Ace. 
TEN-STORY LOWS, same os COMPIETE LOVE. 


It will be noted thet soet of these sega- 
tines belong to chein publishers. in sever- 
ol the requirements very considerebly. You 
should elesys wetch for these etteapts then 
to spen the fiel4é. It sould elec be 6 smert 
trice to note shere Love lesves off end the 
Confessions texe over. Theres « difference! 











How's YOUR NO AYE 


Here ere the seles reported to 
pest gonth; 


Virgisie Sievert 
wdrtiale: Wisconsin AGRICULTUR] ST. 
Ber Temple 

cess: Boston POST. 


Mary Moon 
vot Firet Prise (ehort story); Seo- 


ona (short short story), in the NLaPr’ 
elubd sonteste. 
Poetry: Second prize, 


us is this 





as ebdove. 


Badeerd #7. ludei 


Feviue Friedmen 4 Maxine Block 
rtioies , we ley). 


Helen Langworth 
article: yori L OF LIVING. 
Bessie H. Hartiin 
Poems: (35 in * months) | WISDOM, The 
Boston oro 








CHILD'S CO LON, 
ooel papers. 


Mu. 
ory 


articles NEW YORKER (2). 





Cerrie BEether Hammi 
oie: 


Send your news into us. It helps you, end 
*e oan give you more epecific and precstice! 
eesistence in REWAITE. Cur eim elways is to 
help you sel) Gore and better mas. 


RE; OUR ENVELOPS 


Although we heve reordered on «a number of 
sises recently, we have been eble to retein 
present prices. We now have a plentiful sup 
ply of the 10 « l3e, which were out of stocx 
4e@ aleo hope to stock first grade labels for 
eddressing your ms. envelops both wsys. 


po YOU NED MS. ENVELOPS? 








The best quelity at the lowest prices.. fe 
try to give you the most for your money. We 
adjust prices frequently to the cost of re- 
plecemente. 
fold) 
$1.60. 


{one fold) 


SMALLBST Sises (No. 10g & 113) (two 
25 of each 8 .90 


SMall 3S} zs 


25 of each 


50 of each 
(6¢29@ & 7x10) 
$1.00 91.85. 


(9nlf 


50 of eech 


LARGS Sites & 10213) (flet) 


$1.00 $1.90. 


All prices plus postage. 


15 of each SO of each 


We. is everece. 


© DVIC. 
SPORT, albert H. Perkins, 205 Best 42rd St. 
NYT » wrote ue « letter sbout its us. neds 
thet offers « good 4ee) of prectice] sdvice 
on hoe to interest any ecitor. Substitute « 
leas specislized ent ore genera) field, and 
you still cen epply Mr. Perkins’ wise, very 
eensibie theories edcut how to beit @ hook, 
whieh seteh en editor. 


"Shile gost of tos feature pieces sre 
eritten dy the metion’s top sporterriterse— 
ehom ee have uncer @zelusive sontrect, we're 


elweys in the marcet for suggestions end i- 
dees from freelencers. 


wii 


"Most of the letter aoeke the uletexe of « 
too general query, suggesting serely the name 
of en ethlete; ‘I'd like to ¢o « plese on— 
Ted Siliiems’, etc. Obviously, this epproech 
ts Hopeless, since we elreedy Know sho al) the 
prominent sthletes ere. If se want « story, 
e@ naturelly commission it from one of thet 
eroup of ‘regulers’ referred to sbove. 


"The freelence should strive to suggest « 
nove] ides; not nemes, Sut sxgles. and not 
just sports engies, Sut humen-interest engies 
Most athletes sre either married or have the 
usuel femily connections; brothers, feathers, 
mothers, sweethearts, end the like. An @x- 
Glusive humaen-interest story on Ted Silliams 
sey, dbesed on on interview with His el fe for 
instance, would be « velueble property for « 
freelance writer to offer, essuming he could 
get it, which is unlikely. 


"Sefore doing « complete as., 
in our cese, would be wise to query us with 
en outline first. Our retes for feeture nma- 
terial begin et §200, peyable on acceptance. 
Be slso Duy speotetor sport cartoons et §40 
eech. and 81 peys 8 minigum of go 


for each SPUNTSIk (fem he con use.” 


the writer, 


om 
NCTS: 


very 


This is @ REWRITE Bxelusive. We 
@rateful to MP. Perkins for giving 
readers this detsiled ana helpful advice. 
writer contemplating trying for this market 
should remember {1) to study the book 4 (2; 
remember specieliy it is ea top quelity 
Only #@ood, competent writing will be ec 
ec here. Bush leegue writing ei11il hurt 
ther eriters end us, »Seceuse ecitors of!’ 
Perkins' type won't be so willing ¢t 
eriters % ouwait materiel, or ffer 

r * 


Sock. 
sept- 


4 as 
eh 


404 e.th en eci 
fed up #ith 
"I'm going t 
=e de 
thet some ecitors 
retes are 
some f the iarger 
you, con't Sleme i% eholy 
indigestion or snobPishnesa 
“leme where it unceniebiy @& 
incompetents, sho ? 
the rest of us. 


hrough egents.” | 


st the time 
beceuse their pey 
fina a 
s Tine 


»vVbe 





is g : 


There seems to be « prevelling illusion e 
mong meny eritere thet « see (ené untried!) 
magetine offers « worlé of hope to the *un- 
known" eriter, eho hes been knoeking veinly 
on the doore of the *reguler” aegesines. If 
ee cen show you thet this is not true, thet 
om the contrery, the reverse is sore likely 
to be true, we will heve helped you aeteri- 
slly end perheos heve seved you seny seated 
hours, Getting in on the grouné floor is u- 
suslly costly. One esy or enother you')) be 
foreet to pey the price of edmission. Shieh 
my consist of being sompetent to supply «en 
editor #ith whet he wente; of it aay the 
unending worry and trouble of deeling sith « 
fiy-dy-night, or en inexperienced end shak- 
lily finenced corganizetion. 


let's look et the possibilities. Suppose 
on the one bend thet the new aegesine is re 
lisble. The lerger end sounder it is, greet 
er is the plenmning thet sent in it before « 
single iesue went to press. Thet means thet 
while the ecitor is sterting fresh enc pre- 
sumebly hes no lerge inventory of ass., his 
piens ere not so sponteneocus end lapromptu, 
thet he will be depending entirely upon the 
mss. you rush to him shen you see the first 
issue on the stends. No, whet he buys after 
the megezine is ennounceé end begins to ap 
peer, will be for the schedule meny sonths, 
perhaps « yeer sheed. 


There is sleo this fector: « new gagezine 
is en experiment. Perhaps the editor & pub- 
lisher heve guessed wrong; reeder resections 
will be different from shat they expected.a 
period of uncerteinty end quick chenges hes 
got to be taken for granted. The editor hee 
necesserily to work with egents or sriters, 
professione] writers, on ehom he cen ley his 
fingers quickly. The chance of « freelencer 
helping him meterially st thie point is en- 
tirely coincidentel. It is not « percentege 
to gamble on seriously. 


In the cese of the emell magecine, pey is 
almost sleeys low end on publiestion. Bdait- 
Oriel Dudgete are hep-hezerac until the edver 
tisers Gecide the book #11] survive end be- 


@in to support it. Of sourse, if the editor 
cen’'t get ecdvertising, the chances ere thet 
much more unpredicteble, unless he hes smon- 
ey (and plenty of it, too) dDehing hia. You 
may be rewerded, if you ere prepered to des 
"boy scout” end work with the editor volun- 
terily et your own expense. Sut then, things 
being shat they ere, the editor sey revolu- 
tiomizce hie plens, mey forget sebout «)]) the 
help you gsve him in time of need, or he is 
likely to sell out or get enother engel, end 
poof—ewey goes your investment of time and 
energy. agein, you're betting on lomge odds. 


There is no better bet ecross the boerd es 
they sey in horse recing, then to shoot et « 
reputeble editor of long standing; end beck 
Up your shot sith imeginetive eriting end « 
competent job of writing. Only yesterdey, « 


eriter eskeé =e whet | thought of « nee mage 
sine. She is « writer eith seny peers of er 
perience behing ber end the reeoré of doing 
some goo6 work. But like « lot of lese oep- 
edie writers, she hee the weekness of keep- 
ing her eres on the ai ef the nee & oeap 
to-oreck sagetines. | told her she ses just 
® push-ower for every hook loeded 1th eum 
er beit. 1 444 not geen to hurt her feelings 
ené hereby epologice, if I 444. Sut if she, 
eng aillions of inexperienced eri ters, sould 
Gevote the seme enount of energy they weste 
on the vein, iliueory éream of getting inte 
the world of professionel] eriting by wey of 
the beckdoor, om ettecking successfully one 
of the reguler, sesscomed merkete, et the end 
eof 10 yeers they would find themeelves such 
further eheec. In this Dusiness there is oo 
short-cut. In the fine, enelysie eech of use 
will be Judged ruthlessly on cur imeginetcn 
technice] competence end use of these «lone. 


SCL 


The Cherles et) 
been opened * ° ie 
generel office bulld o , Pa. it 
ie open freely to serve the “teehnies) pub- 
lic, men from other compenies, studente enc 
writers. In @ word, enyone eith « working i> 
terest in eny phase of the technology of i- 
ron end steel.” 


BL ASREAFIONE: ot an‘ atates rotten 
eences & Slip, whieh stetes rether 
explicitly ite needs: *we tephysice) teeoting 
enc silent; success & inepiretionel erticies 
Meyen ercheclogy end discoveries, son-sect- 
erien religious teechings on the power of— 
preyer. Length: 800 to 1,700 sorés. Pey: @- 
lg per word om ace. Report in @ éays.” 


piene to publieh 
eerily in 190) 


New Teex. yoursesy s cs. hee related « 
tr ® @.eeTuliy the nm who kidnep- 
eo. « tety from « hoepitel ineubetor, kept ite 
live by reeding « book, : 

lete Beby book for Mothe 

. Sonults “ : -Gay reo 
oré of some sort! Pile your orders with the 


PALTERS' BOOK CIlUS. 


C.S.Nemmoné Co. heve just published “Hes- 
mona’s Complete World atiee® (§5.00). 


"WRITERS OF raters UNH Conference Steff 
Hen 6 enish Sill Berries contributed 2 
chepters, ees recently recommented by Srock- 
line end Gorcester, Masse., Public ti>reries 
end it is eveileble in the Leominster Mess., 
Librery (Bive's hometown). 





"Deseth Comes For the 
neve. vy @ “eather, is r) fh stook. It 
net been GUL GY steak. The same applies to; 
“My Morte] Booey.” also by Bille Cether. 


ohbishop” meacrehls 














LEP es } 


PLAIN TALK ON & ViTAl SUBJECT 


The eriter-ed¢itor reletionship ie e tick- 
lish one. it requires infinite courtesy end 
tect, even diplomacy on the pert of sveryune 
concerned, marie enjoye en unueusl repute 
tion with regerd to it, end toe dbeyoné ever- 
age Gerree holds the eonfidence of suthors, 
egentse end editors. This is beceuse we have 
silweys hendled the problems of sarket notes 
Judieciselly ena reelistically. Be ere on the 
side of eritere heart end soul. We went to 
see them #¢1)] gore ass. Sut #e¢ Know it cent 
be Gone by (1) printing inecourste informe- 
tion; (2) soft-soeping writers; criticizing 
editors hebituelly on the ground thet their 
embition is slesys to stemp on eriters, and 
eet them elive,. 





The truth lies on both sides. Be have ei- 
ways ected on the principle thet to improve 
reletions between our friends on both sides 
of the fence, we gust view every problem in 
en objective and impertiel manner. An ever 
incressing number of eriters, sgente, edit- 
ore epprecisete our contributions to the is- 
srovement of the eriter-editor relationship 
and reepect us for shat we have done 4 shat 
*@ stend for. They reelize thet se cen't be 
right #11 the time. (We would not de human if 
ee were. Rut at least we try to be entire- 
ly honest, end feir to both sides. 


Unfortunetely, there ere “stinkers” emong 
both the eritere amd editors, with a sumber 
ecettered among the egents end oritios, eho 
are placed by the nature of their work, be- 
tween the two camps. Unfortunmetely elec, it 
is @ fact thet since REWRITE is sola on the 
newsetends in severe] mejor cities, end ive 
eaveailebdle in aweany public iibdreries through- 
out the lend, ours is not © controlled sir- 
Suletion. Much os we should like to have it 
sO, cure is not eo femily of writers where we 
know end cen vouch for everyone. Thet means 
thet writers who sre not members of the 8C5 
Femily cen at will end without our being e- 
ware of it, demage our reputetion with edi- 
tors. 


We lean over 
tips so that 


Dackwerds to write our garxet 
they sill be ecourete, fair to 
ell and not mislescing. We try to protect a 
eriter from meking «a fool of himself by ap- 
proeching en editor he is obviously not ex- 
periencead enough to satisfy. In the same way 
we try to protect editors from the ignorent 
Lliiterate end, worst of ell, the combetive 
and pughecious eriter, sho texes every rejec- 
tion slip es # personel injury. Suoeh writ- 
ers injure the reputetions of all of us ené 
2lose markets thet @ould otherwise de open. 
They ao this by eriting nasty, eadusive let- 
ters ¢t the Litors. 
@ single dey we talked with 2 
f whom reported this kind of 
the pert of writers. Bven sup- 
he «riters hed » certein eanat 
their side, how can you pose- 
fight of this kind? The edit- 


or if he dces not like your sttitude, netur 
elly will slem the door in your fece. Youve 
lost « market forever. 


Sut here's the rub. Whenever one of these 
"stinkere” on the eritere' side of the fence 
(enc we heve leermec by sed @rperience thet 
there ere plenty on the editorie] side, too) 
berges in end picks « fight, he injures not 
only himeelf, but all other writers elsc. ji 
know eny number of @fitors, eho do not wish 
to be listed as an open osraet. They've hed 
unfortumete experiences sith stinkers. They 
heve setched irresponsible editors of srit- 
ers' megezines erite glowing (end often ins- 
ecourete) “come-ons", which brought sweerms, 
literelly, of illiterate end adusive eriters 
jown ebout their heeds. 


Bditore end egents who ere thought by the 
sversge inexperienced writer to be sloof ai 
snooty, dbeceuse they will not open doors to 
the generel run of eriters, heve frequently 
told us privetely thet they will be gled to 
see mas. e@ personelly sre willing to vouch 
for, or to work with eriters whom we believe 
heve something on the bell. Since the confi- 
Genoe of editors is one of our most importer 
stooks-in-trede, we heve et all times exer- 
Gisea this privilege #ith utmost care. Net- 
urelly, we heve not sent writers to editors 
or egents unless we felt reasonebly sure it 
would be edventegecus to both the perties. 


We ere not sgents, sor ere we the «ind of 
fee peddling oritics, who seek to justify « 
fee by letting en editor reject e as. for us 
Thet is « form of pessing the buck which we 
consider reprehensible. If we put writers in 
touch with editors or egente, it is »eceuse 
ee dDelieve the writers heve s reesonsble a- 
bility to supply the Kind of eriting needed 
by the editor or egent. We heve not deen u- 
niformly right, end we regret to sey that in 
« few instences writers heve misrepresented 
themselves or their professions] beckground 
to the extent that #e heave hed to spologize 
to the editor or agent for wasting time for 
thea. 


is where the "stinkers” injure 


Thet egein, 
l writers es well es thenselves. We heve 
had to tighten our policies in this shop so 


as to refuse to introduce eny writers or mss. 
to editors or egents unless se sre personai- 
ly femilier with the ability of the client. 
Theat opens us to the onerge thet we ere try- 
ing to stegemansge «a fee for ourselves. Thus 
both honest, hardeorking writers end we our- 
selves suffer deceuse the “*stinkers” thinking 
only of themselves and their heteful little 
egos, heave destroyed the opportunity for us 
#11 to do business on professionel credit. 


The word “stinker” is not s plesseant one. 
fut it edeyustely describes « certein self- 
ish and generally incompetent type of #rit- 
er. Please Se essured that we and every ed- 
itor end agent readily recognizes thet many 
decent writers cen ect mistexenly out of ie- 
norence or leck of experience. When ee make 








wee of this horrid, Dut serviceadie tera, ve 
40 mot include them. But it should else ep- 
peer obvious thet no writer cen risk getting 
the reputetion of being « “atinker” to edi- 
tore. Friting end especially selling is ser 
ious business. it should de texen seriously 
by those who cligd the ledder of feme 4 for- 
tune. (and I may o44 perentheticeliy st thie 
point thet wee ie respected, end velued 
vy meny pro l eriterse end editors be 
ceuse we never let our readers think @riting 
ie « gey end debonair easy of earning on eoay 
living. To do this is good for our readers, 
but not for our own circuletion! But we feel 
thet if we can mexe one “stinker” either re 
form or repent his sins, se heve helped #1) 
writers end editors.) 


Writers’ clubs end teechers of eriting, o> 
viously, cen render en untold service by do 
ing the seme thing. Whenever eny of us help 
writers or would-be eritere to (1) @in ree- 
pect of editors end (2) promote their ective 
friendship by being thoughtful of their in- 
terests, we ere helnoing ourselves. There is 
time enough to deat them over the heed, end 
to telk ebout enforcing better working oon- 
ditione—efter se have cleaned o 
end put * 


A RE 


ae Whipple MoCley, Box 190, No. Holip 
#0 Vel., the excellent little segesine & 
bout Little megezinesand now in ite 2nd year 
of publication, is sow using erticles sbout 
publishing matters. (Bill wrote one for the 
editor « few deys ego, on eesignment. it is 
to be used in the Summer issue, I think./ a 
commendeble poliey of promoting, end active 
ly urging support for the Little megesines, 
cen pey off in more end better merkets. Se 
et REWRITE ere gied to work closely #ith Mn 
MoCley on this. 


GALLBY offers e directory end en enormous 
emount of concise, scourste information re- 
gercing ® lerge nwaber of magezines. It is 
therefore, invelueble for writers seserohing 
for markets. It costes: SO” per copy, §1.H6« 
yeer. We keep it regulerly on our Centre) Ma 
Market File desk for ready reference. 

DBD, OR OVERSTOC 

N.E.LIVING has “temporerily suspended. It 
hopes to resume in June.” As we steted in our 
May issue, we definitely cennot recommend it 
es 6 merket until conditicnes ere stebdilized 
Mre. Towle hes returned #1] ass. end is not 
now handling those thet come in. Ge mey «44 
thet thie megezine never ceme up to our sin- 
imum stenderds end would not have been list- 
ea in mon. @xcept for vur loyelty to the 
editor. Cur rewerd: the megeszine blew up is 
our fece. Sentiment in this business dcesnt 
pay. 


Cverstooked; eins TF enti ote ee sue A end 
Srit- 
iF open OB © Fr subjects). 


MAAEET POR ANTICS @ FILLERS 


STL ecea ca Theodore M. O'Leary, 240) 
Sur mi a City 16, Mo., lee seedie 
oreft & bome segecine (Monthly, $1.50 yeer- 
ly}. It's edited anc published by the folx, 
who do * fine aerket fr 
freelance * . We ation over @ aii- 
iios.) 


he ¢ “its eente one or gore erticles is 
eae $8 ap to 2,000 words sbout household 
ectivities: decoration, seedlework, desig, 
aeking clothes, prepering food, gerdening & 
eo on. How-to-de pleces to enable femilice, 
Ted expleins, “to eat better, drese better, 
live in gore ettrective surroundings, #1 th- 
out lerge cutleys of soney. 


"For euthbenticity, ee went these erticies 
eritten in terms of the experience & eco0n- 
plishments of ectus] women, one femily to « 
story. Specific, not genere] terus. Firet or 
third person. Pectuel informetion on ehet 4 
boe the project hes been done. Doen-toeerth 
date, so thet it cen be used o6 @ guide for 
end by othere. 


"If a profit finencielly hee been sede, it 
should be stressed and egein, specific ser- 
chendising end selling methods expieined. it 
should still plece emphesis, however, on the 
home end interest to women. Photos, diegrems 
& petterne will de used. No enepshote; 6 xiv 
glossies. 


"We pey: 2¢ per word, end up to §6 east for 
pis. Payment is on scceptence, 


"Women Whe pees Cente’ (Dept.) peys $2.00 
for ec Tiw ee how to sexe money in 


the home. 


“th the Cooks” (Dept.) peys §2.00 foray 
recipes u 4rees either Gept.es «dove. 


THE FEDERAL TRADE COMM S91 ON 


The PTC hes ns o. & ite 
ws br a ge. ° e, “to 
r sreprese Prectice 
tong been to aerk up prices, chen offer « ig 


sele of 2 unite for the price of one plus « 
penny. 


Compleinte heve been lesued sgeinst * - 
refs; 


ist” enc Fiptin™ (cold remedies). ° 
misleedin ormetion, At ie chergec. 
Lewyers for the - seer: 

to defend the C leist o 

misrepresenting the therepeutio velues of « 

roduct celled *hearetee’. charged thet the 
fre ves “predisposes i seve secs enc Ge 

t orders, thus iapugning the ~y- 4 
rity. The oherge wes “etricken 

ords”, Dut shen the cese hes been esepeess, 

the lewyere will be olted for “dieciplins 

oe Ry. Gyetvasens of contempt cf o 

ote: ie your friend; defend it end 

Lue’ i prestige is Congress. 











Tc _LiVE BY 


Serieseon, the nee president 
r eraont, aece his first 
ime OF Rls renerks 

r Sct 


a & SOCIETY, « 
¢ ty 


i 
ey.) eras ? 
¥ #6 think th 


fiea heve no plece in eé- 
sust Se d¢isestisfied co 
tiy with desis rem iaee 
sith end-results.....The 
effective ecucaetion is found 
niversities, mut in one’s 
] he lilves....8e trein too 
many student sat to hold e@ jobd....We turn 
st fer ¢ meny #@reduetes eith reletively- 
€ om excellent equipment for earning 
*® living, Dut with virtualiy no ejuipment— 
to help them leed « life worth living. Eem- 
ing @ living is t necesserily the seme ss 
jascing « life worth living...Moet g@redustes 
feel thet the world owes them « living, end 
on @ver-inecressing pey check Seceuse they— 
Pore worth living ia one 
bility end of smexcimus oo 
socle ~ 


sinter 


Spe@@ait 


‘ . 
eent ¢ j we. A 


f maximum respor 


ere 


longer merging into the 
lad, Dut rather « fest chane 
ereduetes’ sttitude must be; 
he world end ‘sow this great =» 
lturel end spirituei weesith's 
frult evervehere end ada & 
and enrichment of our people. 


“eer 


"Present conditions 

trive ¢t rein 

netent end « 
t 


sae t 


jemand thet ec.ucetors 
stucentsa not only to seccept 
@lersted change, Dut alac to 
eir responsibilities in the seorlds 
lucetione] methods, ettitudes end 
philowucphies of yesterdey ay 
norrow. aducetion iteeif must, 

nge to keep pace #ithes change 

There ia no other choice but ec- 


1S @iseion. 


' sgein enc sudstitute, 
"writing* for *educe 
en see ehv REWRITE sleaye 
phy for wri 
discontent, there is some 
articie, st y Or pose and 
{ fosity, incgignetion end « 
reeption ana understending of the code 
’ ite »v whose erece we live, there 
iter end s “sing the medie 
ration in emotionel] terms, eriters 
greatest eduestora and solders of 
The veriteble cornerstone of 

nulture end civilizgetion. 

RARY MAGAZINE CHANGES PACE 


V5VISW, Pilliem Phillipa, loss 
“Ts now on » dy-monthly in 
basis. it is a politicos] & 

listed as paying eds sword, 
sations, it hesen't found 
t sport it. 


ters.. 


poet. 





& BY-PRODUCT OF HOBBY SRITING 


Here te @ letter we received from « Cenec- 
ien subecriber to , Shich shows some 


of the by-producte your writing sey develop 


“Some three years ago | started « series of 
erticles for Beltinore, 
M4... which were ce y is uy 
Hobby”. They were vesed on gy OfFn expericoes 
while | @ee recing enc treining thorouwhteeds 
yeers ego. The erticles were so vel] receie 
ec thet | wes aeked to repest thes. I sust 
heve hed eround 200 letters from 1) over the 
Stetes, Cenede end England, esking for fur- 
ther date. Since then I have kept in comms 
foation with ea lerge number of these people 


"This in turn led to the forming of « Club 
—* group of men end women who like to tel 
end erite sebout horses and horse recing for 
sport. It is estounding the number of people 
who really are interested. They come from e)) 
welks of life. altogether the Club has kept 
me busy, but I enjoy it immensely. 


"I thought it might give some of the reed- 
ere of REWR a boost in the right direction 
if they Knew the fun end friendship which I 
heave geined beceuse | wrote about “My Hobby’ 
It is possible thet they heve hobbies inter 
esting to others eround the globe. So why not 
shere the fun? It brings in @ lot of pennies 
toc, from the checks received for the orig¢- 
inei erticiles. 


R, H. Matthews 





Thenk you, Reggie, for a suggestion which 
mey prove fruitful for some other writer. 


PRIZES FOR POETS 


Anon Workshop, G.M.Jeckson Clerk of &»- 
teste et Wipeect ave., Mill Valley, Cel., 
is offering $10 and §5 for originsl, unpub- 
lished sonnets. Your own theme, excluding « 
4idectic treatment. Forms; Petrarchen: 122), 
122), 543, 434. Line 11 gus enc- stopped. 
Spenserien: 1212, 2525, 3434; 55. Desdline: 
Yume TT, I950. Membership fee (to cover ex- 
pense): 25¢. (NOTE: we publish these notes, 
@s soon as recelved. But meny of our readers 
*ill not get this news in time. Therefore, 
ee urge (1) the Sorkshop to gets its Bulletin 
to us esrilier (before april 10th for « June 
contest); end (2) writers should get on the 
mailing list of the anonyme Workshop.) 








An enonymous Celifornie poet conetes this 
organizetion's prize money. In the May con- 
test 60 poets from 18 stetes contri buted 296 
entries. We believe e goodly number of this 
lerge eroup of contestents ses achieved be- 
cause REWRITE has helped to give sider pud- 
licity covwersge to this fine organizetion a 
member of the WCS Femily tied for First, em 
other for First Tonratte Mention. Severe 
others ere oceesions)] correspondents (emong 
he published prize winners) whom we are el- 
ways elec to hear from. Members of the §C5- 
REWRITE Femily do show up everywhere! Swe 





LaTS BOOKS POR HeViE8 


MI D- CENTURY Ric > Béited dy John 

. . sweyne Fu ers. §4.00. Self-cho- 
een selections by 15 Americen poets togeth- 
er with stetements in prose of their indira 
uel writing principles. among other pointe, 
eech poet Giscusses obscurity enc unintell- 
igibility. Neturelly, these poets cen be es 
interesting or umenlightening es the stete- 
ments requested of thea by the editor. But 
there is « wide devietion in the sanner and 
methods of reply. and in some ceses, ironi- 
cslly, their prose is es heré to uncerstend 
es their poetry. 


It is interesting to watch the different ee 
these 15 poets teke the stend in defense of 
mo¢ern poetry. An insight into their charec- 
ter cen be gsined by reeding their prose ex- 
plenetions of themselves enc their poetry.a 


WAJTERS* BOOK CIUB Selection. £.KH, 


An economic end conservetion-sginced sporeis 
el of the Socky Mountein stetes. A serious, 
intelligent enelysis of « pert of the coun- 
try thet wil] become increesingly isportent 
es the resources of the remeinger of our he 
tion ere exhausted. 4 velueble reference for 
eriters on the sbove sentioned subjects. 


SOME POINTS IN JUVENILE SKITING 





Here is @ brief snalysis of «& juvenile by 
one of our WCS Pemily, which cerriese point 
worth noting. 


"In the middle she hed him decide cefinit 
ly to do something ehich he does not do. i! 
cometently seern writers not to promise sone 
thing to e reeder, enc then ffeil to deliver 
the goods. £4.) I esutioned her slso sgsinst 
over-coing @ little trick ehich, usec care- 
fully, cen be very effective: coined words, 
for sound effects. Every time Alec lended in 
the mud or somewhere, it eas ‘'frigeity, frue- 
eity, froge@ity’. 


"Very cute, but then she hed severe) oth- 
er sounc effects for other animals, end thet 
meade it too heevy. Then, too, | felt thet she 
would get the best effect by Keeping the em 
pressions in «6 series in the seme order ev- 
ery time they eppesred. She was aizsing then 
up: 1, u, ©, one time, msybe i, o, u, snoth- 
er. 


"Children of thet ege-eroup eppreciete anu 
like to roll new words like those, on their 
tongues. Moreover, strict repetition is «#t- 
trective to them. But | felt thet to seiten 
them erouncd sould eonfusing to the cehil- 
dren. Wes I right?” 


I eeree most heartily, Esther Hemmil. te 
see those principles provec in Biliy's reed 
ing constently. The very small people enjoy 
sounc enc sight sore then they do ideses. it 
hes neening for thea. 


THIS iS soe You Gat CONFLICT 

in @ story | reed recently there ees sue- 
penee sith «© vengesnee, end yet there seent 
eny story. You aight sot beliewe this #ith- 
out seeing it. Sut it wes true. There wee « 
senee of ghoety cenger, but nothing happen- 
oa. The tec forees in the story never reei- 
ly ceme to grips. Thet ese « structure) ena 
utretegic eeekness. There wes plenty of in- 
clplent menece, Dut, iise # thundersteors in 
the summer thet aekes « lot of noise, there 
no ection. 


You see, & story is ade up of the ection 
thet tekes plece beteeen teo forces st gripe 
ith each other, enc alee the } renge or 
eterns)] meening, implication of the section. 
You heve to build both hend-to-hend fights, 
enc more] significence into every story. it 
*es en interesting as. thet | em deseribding. 
lt was timely es the dickens: © Hussien spy 
story. Sut it auffed the dreae end conflict 
compietely. 


1 beve g@entioned before is SASS * pey- 
chologice] pettern thet needs in eech 
enc every moment of every story. It cen be 
summaricec in three stepe 


(1) Stimwlve. One character touches in con- 
file no r. The MC steps on the toes, iet 
us sey, of o notericus gengster. 4 ohein of 
Ceuse end Effect begins iemedisetely. 


(2) Resection. The gengster sarns the Ho. Go 
eway from bere or ['li Grill you. The gene- 
eter is sosred, frightened thet his recket is 
@0ing to be exposed. There ere preliszineries 
in the form of ilocse tele ena geetures. But 
the reel importence of the second step aust 
be the gengster's reaction. 


(3) spp nee Out of the gangeter's fears 4 


necessity Tor defenacing himself comes « def- 
inite response. He Goes something to defend 
himeeif. it ie in the neture of negetive or 
bola-the-fort action. He is gerely trying to 
preserve himself. if the we ie efreid, decks 
ewsy, nothing #111 heppen, end the story is 
foing to stop. 


But the gengster's response stisuletes uc 
to resect, enc then to respond. 4 whole nes, 
succeeding series of steps is put in ation. 
The result is thet the MO Keeps pushing in. 
The gangster is reslliy Porees to eet noe. So 
he reects enc reepomés sore positively. ite 
reslizes it is « Settle to the desth, e111 o 
be killec. He sends one of Bis underlings & 
bump off the breeh MC. The letter is knock- 
ec, thrown beck on s beele. But the seng- 
eter fells in his objective, 


Without going through the ¢eteile of stim 
ulve, resection end response, it is oP¥icus, 
however, thet this eete up from the flor 
eng rushes to the etteck egsin. This tine te 
meets the gangster personelly. They struggi 
enc the hero is brought to Bis gnesa but he 
ie mot burt fetelly. Me gets up egeic, this 

Comtinuec on P. 16 
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news OF THE WRITERS BOOK cos 


Thies month we ere sterting en innovetion. 
Se went to sexe better use of our spece. So 
we ere going to put the news of books on one 
peege end heve sore room for ness end serket 
tips. fe cennot cover el] the books on erit- 
ing, end the incresesing number of genere] in 
terest books we ere receiving beceuse of the 

steedily rising seles. 

pien to review the new books 

once et greeter length on this pege. Also, 

@¢ @€111 feature each sonth se few good books 

for eriters. We #11] supplement these by en 

intensive personelized free counsel service 

on whet ere the best books for each indivie 

uel eriter to a44 to his library in order to 
meet his specie! problems. 


This ie just enother exemple of eK d 
reelistic policy of giving writers spe- 
eifie help they individuelly need. We #iil 


thus be able to give you better Book buying 
end et the seme time sore technics) 
news end merket tips in REWAITS? 


service, 
edvice, 


THIS MONTH'S NEW BOOKS 


Sill WHAT | WRITE. Jules archer Frederick 
Vell. JZ... in elaboration of the idea be- 
hind the euthor’s smell brochure, this is s 
very interesting end inexpensive book, that 
tells in eritere’ shoptelk lenguege how the 
sutbor sold specific stories and erticles.a 
wide variety is covered. Slicks, pulps, the 
large, the small end even the specielized 4 
off-treil markets. archer is informel, eager 
to give other eriters the benefit of exper- 
lence he hes picked up the herd weey. He is 
frank about his own mistekes. Excellent eid 


for ell types of eriters. AWAJTERS BOOK CIUB 


Selection. 

SRITING TO SELL. Seott Meredith. Harper 4 
Srothers. az. 75. With certein lisitetions, « 
prectical end helpful book by an egent, sho 
advertises and combines ms. criticism for e 
fee with his agency work. (Both precticss sre 
usuelly shunned by the better type of egentJ 
SM is frenkly « business egent, and as such 
primarily interested in the high pey slicka 
This makes the book dangerous, silthough ap- 
pesling. to writers whose neturel bent turns 
in other directions. Meny of us disegree as 
to hie implied theory that juvenile writing 
is not a good bese for leter edult writing. 
And that pulp writing in general is « bett- 
er teke-off for slick writing. anyone work- 
ing closely «ith eriters knows that both of 
these iaplicetions ere dangerous genereliz- 
ations, deceptive helf-truths. His specific 
tllustretion of e good trensition, shile ex- 
cellent in intent, is marred by one defect, 
which is elmost universelly precticed by ev- 
ery emeteur. It te eleo regrettedle thet he 
gives his own agency oconsicereble edvertis- 
ing. He would speak with more suthority, if 
he €id not. 





Nevertheless, in apite of these weaknesses, 


thie is « provocetive enc aesty book. inex- 
perienced eriters e111 gein « lot of preet- 
$0) professions] know-hos. Every writer eho 
seriously wishes to meke eriting even e« pert- 
time career, should reed it. A UR Ca 
CLUBS Selection. 


edition, thie hendy little reference shoulé 
be reed by every eriter, beceuse it sill be 
@ short-cut to better as. presentetion, enc 
hence more and better seles. it will seve s« 
lot of unnecessery sork in revision, 


SRITERS' BOCK CLUB Selecticn. 


too. A 


u 

summery, thie iittle nend book eonteins much 
useful information. Sut poorly edited in the 
some offset format used by ee ite very 
tough on the eyes end could Bproved es. 
Lily. Ite brevity Burts it, too. 


F sess: Bill Roeder. A.S.Bernes and 
CO. ° he "Most Velueble Player” ser- 
ies, this. rook is reecdeble. It tells gereph- 
toelly the greet experiment by shich Jeckie 
meade it possible for others of his rece and 
sbility to play major league bell. Roeder's 
handling of this theme should be instructive 
to writers. A g@004 exemple to follos. 


MR. JONES, wt THE op R. Peter Mershell. 

eming &. nev ° ~W. This enthology 
of sermons & preyers by the lete Chepleinof 
the U.S.Senete, is repidly becoming « bdest- 
seller. Read e few peges enc you #ill under 
stend why. A dynemic young Scot sho died et 
only 40. A @reet book, end en unusual forest 


HO BBY ee LDBAS. Celie M, Wright. Wilkin- 
son ve. » & fine rich book by one 
of the wCS Pemtiz. eho conducts # newspseper 
@ redic column in Texes. Severel of our §CS 
Family ere included in the poetry select{ons 


uses plentifully, eleeys with credit to 
the suthor end originel] publicetion. 


“ Lo SISTERS OF A louise Hell 
rp. remetic, soiorful 4&4 enterteining 
atory of three sisters who pleyed en iapor- 
tent role in the history of americen writing 
AD excellent book for young sriters to read 
end study for its sxilful use of historice)] 
research. 


BOOKS OF PEHMANENT VALUS 


THE WRITBAS' BOOK. Helen Hull, ed. 4. All 
eroun a Ok. Articles by actus] eriters 


eho mnoe their fields. You leern « ict. 





PLO 
ere 
dook. 


iT. Kobold Knight. §4. Once sore se 
© reduce the price. A greet "Plot* 
Very sound. Very precticel 4 Helpful. 


STCRY GRITING. E@ith Mirrielees. g3. One of 
© very books on fiction eriting Goo. 
The euthor is one of the grest teachers. 





3% 341) THIS? 
You sennot Bring sbout prosperity by die 
coursging thrift. 


You cennot strengthen the wesk by weexen- 
ing the strong. 


You sennot help smell men by teering dig 
men (own, 


You scennot help the poor by destroying tie 
rich. 


. You 
ing 


gennot Lift the sege-earner by pull- 
the wege-peyer doen. 


You ecennot keep out of trouble by spend- 
ing sore then your income. 


You eennot further the brotherhood of man 
by inciting cless hetred. 


You cennot estebliseh sound sociel secur~- 
ity on borrowed soney. 


. You cennot dullé cherecter end courage by 
teking eusy «© men's initiative end inde- 
pendence. 


You cennot help gen permenentiy by doing 
for thea ehat they could end should dofor 
thenselves. 


Who seid this? We will ewerd « subdstanti- 
el prize to enyone who cen give the correct 
souree by research independent of the suthor 
ity whom se quote end believe to be relishia 


Be offer this quotetion as « prectice) em 
Gremetic Lllustration of the necessity fors 
strong threed of logic in everything, shich 
you write. The person or persons, eho wrote 
these words, used them eith vigor end feel- 
ing. But how many of these “ten commandments 
do you feel like quelifying es soon es your 
reading of them is finished? The greet ssey- 
ings of history ere elesys self-evident end 
unenewereble truths. 


ppt eshing 

edelpbie 5, Pe. “the publisher end the sege- 
tine ere offering prizes totelling §4,5v0 to 
the writer of the best “maturely coneeivec” 
uvenile nove). {Length 35,000 to 70,000. 
heme: honest & thoughtful ¢eniction of the 
@rowing up @xperiences end problems of tee 
egers in tocey's world.) The publisher #11) 
pey $1,500 in edwance royelties; $1,250 for 
eerie] rights (first) is offered »Sy the sap 
@tine. In eddition there is « §25v prize for 
the best first 4 chepters end ocutiine, plus 
$750 edditionel] adcvence egeinst royeltiecs— 
om the dsy of publicetion. For further news 
epply es ebove. Closes: Merch 1, 195i. 


n. Mein 
buys sost of 
mer vecetion pericé. Peys well, 


y , Chio, (11-14 
ite meterie) in the no 
too. Go tot 


HOE DO BOOKS OF FOBTRY 381i) 
Some tine ago the > * Seex 
ee ite leed erticle « 


eeles in the Poetry field. lt ees besed = 
on em eerlier erticle is — Bnglian be) 


cation, The bpoeseiise. the latter * the 
sssertion 


try in Eaglent 
en everege s¢)1) eround te 300 copies. a 


slightly Digher everege is weusel in America 


= 


One of the reesons for thie very wiforte- 
nete situetion ie thet Sooksellers are ner 
er very silling to plug poetry by Gispleys, 
purchase or publicity. if the trede «111 not 
ehow interest, how cen the genere) public 
expected tof Yet the aegesines feature poet 
ry, end thus prepere the eey for the #sie of 
books. Moreover, it is « commonplece in the 
experience of «11 of we in the siness inet 
poets selidca books of poetry. Hoe thes, 
een they expect books of poetry to be popu 
ler. 


The embitions of seny poete to work for « 
poetry Dey in eech stete sith the anticipe- 
tion eventuslly of en ennuel netionsi Poetry 
Dey le commencebdie. Sut one of the fellecie 
we Americens ilove to live by is thet this ur 
tense exuderence for « short period of tine 
generetes eny lesting enthusieoes. it's like 
teking « fleshboerd off the gem. For « min- 
ute or teo ell down the river there is« big 
weve of weter. When it is pest, the river's 
flow continues sceording to neturel lees «- 
gain. 


Writers’ clude end study groupe could en- 
large the sele of poetry books demanding 
more interest in poetry on the pert of book 
sellers in their loece)] communities. By put- 
ting on @ publicity drive to see thet poet- 
ry eee continuelly nees in their towns. The 
pudlicetion of a book by « loose] suthor end 
the periodic public recitel or displey of « 
ecllestion of poetry ges. ere exemples. The 
beset ides of all, of course, te to trein the 
ohildren to the satisfying pleasure of good 
poetry in one’s life. & reeding et the Pubd- 
lie Librery, or « poetry group similer to « 
story group for little ehiléren, these #11) 
ereduelly generste « reel interest in poet- 
ry. 


One by-product of the figures aenticned & 
bove should be en edded ounce of eeution on 
the pert of suthors, eho would lise to pud- 
lish their own booxs. It e111 give thea the 
best King of « perspective on the sontrects 
(ahem!) offered thea by those men-esting be 
men huoketers, femilierly knoen se “venity* 
publishers. For if « sel] Known poet cen com 
sicer himself lucky to sell 400 or 500 cop- 
les of hia book, whet chence hes en unknown 
poet ena en inexperienced eriter to recover 
hie investaent, shen he hese pela one of the 
vipers $600 or §700 to put hie poems inside 
® peir of herd covers? it's just simple «i- 
eebre: even et the ridiculous 405% royelty « 
number of these printers offer, hoe aeny cop 
jes #11) you heve to sell? Figure it out! 











BUR TE 


Has YC 


GOT SOMBTHING To Say? 





ere et BOS House we reed « lot of mater- 
tel by young or inexperienced writers. The 
biggest and gost common weakness is « feil- 
are tO make «@ point, @ striing point, thet 
will send the reader eway feeling thet he's 
bitten hie teeth inte something he sen hold 
on to. het do I meen by this? Bell, @ point 
cen develop in « number of 4ifferent ways. A 
neespeper feature that ties in with « news- 
etory enc thus hes timeliness, has « point. 
A letter to the editor thet cells sttention 


to @ public utterance of President Her 3. 

r nh, let ue sey, ena ol tes the Pact eIth 
apecific references to Time and Plece, thet 
Abrehes Tineoln said or sdvised the exzectly 
opposite, would heave a point. 


A frienc of ours told us nct long ego the 
feeling be hed as he set iistening to men 4 
women getting on their feet to sey something 
they naicered importent et the Toen Meet- 
ing. “Most of them were just bumbling elong 
eimlessely. They 4i¢ not know how to begin or 
end. If they hed « point, 1% wes conceslec, 
obscured in o flurry of purposeless wecrda a 
swerm of tengentel remarks. Ghich reminds me 

f the story about encther town where it is 
asid the present Town Moderator is reliably 
stated to heave got elected to office »eceus 
of his unusual Drevity and wisdom, Whenever 
he spoke upon the subject of any article, he 
either seid: "I'm in favor of article 7. [| 
like 1t.* Or he protested: "I'm sgin article 
7. I dom’t like it.” and forthwith sat down. 

At a certein point in my neespaper career 

was reading ebout 5 books « week with the 
idea of giving them major reviews. I would 
leo skim through from 4 to @ dozen cthers, 
on whic! woe @expectec to write a few hun- 
tired word r less, preferably less. Many of 
theee very Drief reports never saw the light 
of day. They were held in reserve only that 
the Front Cffice might be pleased. If an e+ 
vertisement f the book happened to come in 
the Front Office would cell up the editori- 
61 Department, ena es if by magic @ sericus 
review would sppear simultaneously #ith the 
adv. the f wing Wednesday, or Seturday. A 
by-product of these commercial shenaenigens, 
however, was thet I learned to erite sharp- 
ly to @ point on elmost eny subject without 
the least trouble. 


‘ 


At another time | set in for severel days 
on @ speech training course at ea school the 
heedmaster of which hed hired me to teech a 
course 1 sreetive eriting. This man chell- 
enged his students sith such exercises es 6 
daily J-minute speech on such one-word sud- 
Jeote es; "You", "Me", “Deeti®, "Breed" end 
so on. Eeeb student hed to introduce @ se- 
lected subject, develop it enc end with the 
pr ration, ell in the spece of three 
minutes. Ag@in, teking my plece on the piat- 
forn, afford me 8 ricoh experience in maxing 
every word wnt. A stopwetch was held on us 
end i mfortunete chep, eho couldnt 
end with e »rilliant flourish efter « warn- 


per per 
’ 


t wes an 


ing thump of the gevel sounded et the end of 
two minutes end BX seconds. 


Possibly @ point is so-celied because ins 
normel] epeeeh or erticle it forms a >ridge. 
or @ sort of unifying tie-in between « gen- 
ere) end perticuler stetement. You stert «st 
one or the other end end move to the other. 
Doing this, you give the reeder « sense end 
@ distinct feeling of completeness, of per- 
epective. Let's sey you stert with e gener- 
el stetement. “The world todey is full of « 
number of horrors.” You enlerge upon suche 
theme, proving it by specific examples, end 
showing thet these horrors ere elmost entire 
ly man-mece. You explein shy end how « gen- 
eration of physicelly end mentelly weak men 
heve grown up end seized power. You illus- 
trete again thet specific dietetors such es 
Keiser Wilhelsa , Stelin end many of those 

=ps anc dulilies with which Hitler 
surrounded himself, suffered from physicel, 
or mentel infirmities. Thet Hitler end NMuso 
lini themselves were men with infericrities 
ena disturbed, frustreted emotions. 


Pinelly, you end #ith enother generelity. 
One thet reverses your field end draws an uw 
expected peredox from History. “Sut Feith, 
Courege enc the shining shield of Hope con- 
tinue to be forces to be reckoned with. The 
Winter passes, Spring gleems in the willows 
and the meedow lerk sings es he wings sift- 
ly over the gresses of yesteryear, >ringing 
food to his young. and man, too, feels that 
eterne] urge to Build end cresete enew.” You 

hen bring forward your specific exe=uples— 
one, two, three, punch. It is the neverend- 
ing formule, he eternal, sege-old worship of 
the Infinite thet gives meening end signifi- 
sence to life. No, you 40 not even heave to be 
lieve in the wonder end mystery, to make it 
come slive for you, if only you see end use 
the irresistible logic of it. It will serve 
you better end carry you further, though, if 
you 40 fee] the tender compession of s God, 
who Ordered in such « mireculous enc plees- 
ine way ell things under the sun. 


4 eriter learns dy Going. 
peid et once. But you can elwsys learn, end 
eern et least thet irreducible minigum: the 
respect of reeders, who think thet you Know 
ehet you ere telking ebout. There ere loads 
of opportunities to do thet. Whether you co 
@ letter to the editor cf your loos] weekly 
or write in en extre specisliy enticing reo 
ipe for some novel Thenks@iving cish, youre 
eriting for a definite purpose. The sise in 
experienced writer gets up om bis feet at « 
Town Meeting and gets experience expleining 
to his fellow citizens ehy he is egin « new 
bridge at Bpsom Fells. Or he writes letters 
to the editor, urging new idess, more aivanx. 
e4 weys of living et Hog Corner. imowl! dic 
thet et one time. | met e realtor friend of 
mine crossing 30oston Common one efternoon. | 
ned mede a suggestion in the letter column, 
which now 20 years later Boston is planning 
to adopt et s cost of $20,000,000. It would 
have gost less than $10,000,000 thea. "Wil- 


You may not get 





meen ts 


lien,” he stopped me with « selooming hend, 
"I sew your letter in the Trenseript. You 
were olther deed right or completely erong. 
I heave forgotten for the moment ehich.* I 
lia not lose, whichever wey it ses, Seceuse 
I reoell] thet ay letter dree « fiery retort 
f éisesreement from enother iaportent ree) 
eatate sanegenent officiel, one of the fore 
most legel minds in Boston at the time, enc 
so | wes herd pressed to prove ay point. in 
replying, 1 got @ lesson in writing 1% have 
hed to pey thousenés of dollerse for, if 1'é 
been @ client of either of those tec precti- 
cel DSusinessmen. 


| eleo learned en important point in thet 
exchenge of shots. Shet is preetice) for To- 
isy mey not be precticel for Tomerrce. The 
eriter must be able to geuge both the immed. 
iste anc overel] effect of his words. He is 
in the position of heving to “see sround” « 
sorner, He gust knoe beyond peredventure if 
his words ere libellous, cr inecourste. His 
ostegorice] stetements must be so trutsful, 
so fillec with logic end timeliness blended 
with eternel univeraslity, thet they #iii— 
stick for e lifetime. The other night | lis- 
tened to a broedcest merking the Sth “"enni- 
versery of the meeting of the Americens and 
tussiens on the benke of the Blbe. It sound- 
ec pretty silly in the light of events cer- 
ried in to¢dey’s heedlines. Heve you ever in 
@ moment of curiosity gone beck end 
newspaper's ecaitorie) 
enlightening experience. 


reed an 
columme? it is en 


The cereful writer, sho uses eorée in the 


st crecision-sherp simplicity end clerity 


ssible, mey not set the world on fire Sut 
enees ere his swords will be remenber- 
heve seen poems thet never earned the 
sheck, work their wey into the ef- 

of people, so they beceme univers- 

of the treesury of every netion. 

nes of Stephen Foster will serve os 6 
exemple. Sometimes @ Bit cf fore is sum 
weeter then First Serie] Aights to » short 
story pubilenhed by the GBP, Gremetized on « 
leter televized. Sut sele 

rt ele, if » writer ieerns to erite eu- 
thoritetively end to convey 6 sense of oon- 
tion, it will not be jose before his bdy- 

* *ill become comaonplece. For editors in 

r wied recognize bis es « profe 


recic eren enc 


= ‘ 
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WISH WE COULD BB THERE PEASONALLY 





The Second Annus] Philedelphis Hegions) Cap 
ference, Florence Kerigen, 522 Lencester ara, 
Navertor’, Pe., will de helé in Philedelph- 
ie, June 21-25. Speakers will include: Ruth 
NYC egent, Leure Lou Brockman, LAUis: 
OUANAL, Prank Srookhouser, ena Heroic 
vurtis Pubiishing Co. 








an, 





Borkshops in Poetry, Slick Fiction ( ilesed- 
ers: Marjorie Holmes & }, dur 
enile | le) 

Mikech). eer 


St tie rast asetifie. 


IBTOLBAANCE 6 PANIC AMS Damognous 


Writers should teke sote of the feet thet 
we ere in the aldst of « very dangerous, us- 
democretic period of seme-celling end smear 
tectics. Ho one who hendlee ideas is sete. a 
pereon or orgenisetion cen sdopt on ot ti tule 
of eenctisonious, “holier thes thou” picus- 
nese end under cower of it eresk @ persone) 
revenge or persecution entirely foreign end 
inisice) te our belief in free speech & the 
dignity of idees. Much thet is good in this 

eehbere ie seriously in éene- 
er of being stemped out or stifled. 


There te se goudt thet the Communists ere 
weging @ tote) wer of attrition by seene of 
confusion. They seek to dbewlléder 4 mweke you 
fine it Giffieuwlt to dietinguieh Good 4 vii. 
Thereby they ceuse disunity end disregard fr 
our national virtues. in periods of perie & 
fear end insecurity, we ere likely to slash 
recklessly et friesés or foes. And so éee~- 
troy the erticles of feith ee sost enerienh. 
Thue ee sake curselves easy prey of the en- 
eay ve bete. 


There is so doubt thet there ere destruce- 
tive, even treesonabdle forces in cur widget. 
But thet is so resson for closing doen jus- 
tice end the rules of evidenee in fervor of « 
hesresy rumor or sob violence, Uriters beware. 


“PISTOLS aT SIGHT. NO COFFEB:* 





Here's the #11 iagportent peregreph is the 
"releece” blenk one of the Sle redic sedver- 
tieing egencies requires every eriter send- 
ing it meteriel to sign: 


"I underetenc that the esteblished policy 
of your compeny is to refuse to entertein or 
receive idese, suggestions or uneopyrighted 
works except on the distinet underetencing, 
thet they mey be weed by you or your clien= 
without eny obligetion ehetever to the per- 
gon sual née thea. iy submit tw you 
ill De om thet desis"... 


We are frenk to sey ve G6 not like sush « 
raat ell. The Compeny pays & een for 
the pley scripts it uses. Sut ee the unéder- 
linea phrese incicetes cleserly it sould pey 
nothing ona yet texe entire possessicn of « 
me. 1 liked. Complete confidence in « bus- 
iness eseociete is not engendered, nor com 
meroiel integrity increased by holdings gun 
ot « eriter’'s head in thet genner. Cver the 
long period of yeers, sost business cen on- 
ly be conducted with « reesonebie amgount of 
ena feith 


r 


srecit 
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Cont'd from P. 1) 
time he Knocks the gengster for @ loop, end 
the story comes to « satisfying end. 


If you *i1l teke eny good story, pulp, or 
slick, apert, you #111 find thet ite moreor 
lees @ dremetic series of these action 4re- 
ection edvences end sithdraevels, or retrest 
formetions. Retreat foreed by the superior, 
driving strength of ome side or the other.a 
reader is thrilled to the degree thet there 
is doubt es to who will sin right up to the 
lest inch of bitter end. 


Il heve pointed cut seny times thet « reed- 
er wishes to identify himself with the hera 
He wishes to experience right here end nor, 
in the living present, the ‘s intense emo- 
tione] experience as if it ve his own. An 
@xperiencet suthor therefore, usesevery er- 
tifice he cen auster to create the illusion 
of reelity. Me tries to get wearath enc emo- 
tion into his story. He tries to take reed- 
ere right into the dingy werehouse and fill 
them with the seme scared feeling of dread, 
thet the MC experiences. 


But he elso never forgets thet sense of « 
henc-to-hend bettle being waged, enc of the 
tide going forwerc ena beckwerd. Telling « 
story is « peredox. You lebor mightily, try- 
ing to make the reader fee] thet it is hap- 
pening to him. anc et the seme time in cool 
enc competent cynicism you jerk the strings 
so thet it won't happen the wey it would in 
reel life. You ertificielly tease the reed- 
er by Dullding up suspense until the reader 
shrieks end screems with terror. 


Suspense is always of two Kinds: you make 
the reader feel thet the hero is gcing to— 
feil; end you wake his fear thet the villi- 
en is going to triumph. Sy first pulling one 
end then the other, end elesys by successful 
cherecterizetion giving us the color of the 
pleusible ena neturel, you let the MC clisabd 
up towerd his zoel, then jerk bis beckwerd. 


Going beck to thet pettern | eave you, od- 
serve thet you heve two forces in conflict. 
You set up the MC's objective, meke his ed- 
vence towerd it, be driven beck,” edvence, & 
be driven beck. Then he finally wins. Thet 
is merely the crude outline. There must des 
rhythm and refinement to it. Bech climax is 
@ higher one then the lest. The story builis 
constently to more intense end seeningful « 
climax. Also, in the limited spece that sto- 
ries ellow you, it is easy to pile too many 
climaxes on one enother. Mere beng-bdang hes 
little eppeal for even the dumbest pulp rest 
er unless it hes pleusibility end some sean 
ing emotionally for hi. 


Thet brings you to the necessity for one, 
two, punch strategy in putting over your ef- 
fect. Mechine gun bullets fly too fast to be 
seen properly. But ehen the hero lunges end 
the villein esines from the floor, the heros 
fiste come in one, two—punch, eny reader's 
imeginetion is stirred. He epprecistes good 


technique, and t Thies is where seny « 
beginning eriter feile to tell « story well 
or skilfully. The pettern I have given you, 
which is simplicity itself, cen be sitered, 
broken up enc regrouped in thousends of ia- 
teresting weys. If you ere telling « serie] 
you il) meke it more involved end #11] in- 
evitebly string it out is « succession or es 
tended series of episodes, each heaving one, 
two, pumeh umnite of their own. A one shot, « 
short story or « short short story #ii) #11 
hendle the pettern differentiy. and indeed, 
no two stories will use the seme count. One 
euthor mey be direct, enother full of indi- 
rect teists and surprises in telling « sto- 
ry. 


It is © very good idea to learn to devel- 
op plot both from the herd bolled, eynicel, 
teese-the-resder angle, end e@lso the netur- 
el, plot-through-charecter technique. I use 
both many times in sorking with eriters. At 
firet you will tend to come with a trite or 
week melodrematic plot. Think nothing of it 
ené continue to block out the outlines. You 
con Go this enywhere, in the streeteer, the 
reilroed stetion, enywhere. Get the 3 asjor 
turns in « story; then start “yenging” it up 
by tightening the screws end breeking doen, 
emplifying the lerger outlines. 


One trick | heve used to meke my mind de- 
velop @ situation, is te think how | cen de 
ley or reterad « given climax. | know, let's 
sey, thet your ena the gangster ere sure 
ly going to geet et the climax. But, | tell 
myself, we have got to heve « preliminery or 
first triel of strength. Bell, it is easily 
possible to invent « confident for the gene 
ster, have hie try to sidetreck the MC. and 
where will thie encounter teke plece? eli, 
it might teke plece et the lodge st the en- 
wence tos lonely estate. But why could not « 
still eerlier fight or beginning brush teke 
plece between these two et the hero's hote) 
or on the wey to the lodge? Get the method? 
.»This trick of milking e scene, an episode 
or @ situation, is the very heert of effeo- 
tive conflict. 


Never finish e scene the first time, if it 
is possible to sustein it. The picks we 
heavy cendlestick; the villein says, “I got 
you covered.” But con't pull his gun iamed- 
ietely. Iet hia point from his pocket. The 

makes snother pley to escepe. This tise 

gun hes got to be brought out. Sut the 
hero bides time, perhaps teseses the reseder, 
end the villein « couple of times with fele 
or merely threetening sterts before lets go 
with hie surprise, which turns the tedles. 


Do you see how in this kind of work theres 
nothing you cen knows sbout your chearecters, 
thet may not prove useful? Every reletion is 
a two-wey one. Every teist is es double blet 
e4 one. The looks et it from one engle 4 
the villein from enother, opposite one. You 
heave to Know how the stigulstion, resection, 
ena response chein will develop. So, reeliy 
know your cherecters ena their beckgroundes. 





